
MASTER YOUR 
FAMILY TREE 
RESEARCH © Lenka Jones’

With
Dr Sophie Kay

Week 3 
Research Plans

Historical Maps

Surname Distribution Maps

Newspapers

Local & Trade Directories

Secondary Accounts

Practical Activities 

A CONTEXT RESOURCES ERA:

PLACE:

How confident are you at identifying good context resources for this time and place?  
Put an ‘X’ on each line below to start shaping your approach.

Very Confident I’d like to understand more

If your answers 
are closer 
to this end, 
check out the 
suggested 
resources in 
your handout

My notes on the useful ‘Context Resources’ mentioned during the talk:



B STUMBLING BLOCKS

Which challenges do you think are more likely to arise during your research?

n n SURNAME: Variants & mis-transcriptions

n n ACTIVE NAME CHANGE

n n REMARRIAGE

n n DEATH OF BREADWINNER

n n MIGRATION (Places involved?)

n n RECORD GAPS (Detail here)

n n OTHER (Detail below)

How are YOU going to respond to these?

C FINDING YOUR DIRECTION

Write your ‘leading theory’ for your research below
Add some alternative scenarios too, to keep an open mind

RUNNING THEORY

ALTERNATIVE EXPLANATIONS


