
Wolfgang Amadeus MOZART (1756-1791)
Sonata K331 in A minor: Rondo alla turca

INTERMEDIATE/
ADVANCED

The Turkish mode, or mood, persists throughout Mozart’s oeuvre, from 
Lucio Silla (1773) onwards. This A minor Sonata dates from a decade later, 
with the composer settled in Vienna and satisfying contemporary taste for 
‘exotic’ timbres such as are found in the contrasting, major-key B section of 
the finale. Let’s not overlook, however, how closely both themes of the 
Rondo are related to Hungarian music of the time such as the verbunkos; 
the contrast between them need not be exaggerated, even if you may be 

tempted to jingle bells on the beat during the ‘Turkish’ sections. 
Playing tips: Lots of careful, slow practice required. There are many 
editions available; ours is light on articulation markings, though some 
dynamics and fingerings have been added. 
For the ultimate learning experience, watch concert pianist Noriko 
Ogawa’s online piano lesson on the Pianist website. 
Pedal tips: Use very sparingly, where more resonance is required. 

WATCH CHENYIN LI PLAY THIS AT WWW.PIANISTMAGAZINE.COM

WATCH NORIKO OGAWA GIVE A LESSON ON THIS PIECE AT WWW.PIANISTMAGAZINE.COM
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